Friends of Bolin Creek

Interviews with Carrboro Aldermen candidates

October 2011

These interviews took place at Weaver Street Market during early October. Each of the interviews were conducted by two or three committee members with Friends of Bolin Creek.  All candidates for Carrboro Aldermen participated in these interviews. Only the current mayor, who is running unopposed for his office, did not respond to a request for an interview. Questions posed by FOBC and a summary of the candidates’ answers follow:

1. What will be your top three priorities if elected to office in Carrboro? Why? What action(s) will you take to achieve each of these priorities upon taking office? 

Dan Coleman:

· Hire best town manager: One with Carrboro values.

· Meet financial challenges: There’s been three years with no tax increases or layoffs, but 

it’s more and more challenging.

· Carrboro’s local economy: Town’s economic viability is rooted in local businesses. 


Carrboro Music Festival, for example, supported by many local businesses. Planning 


principles articulated by the Board of Aldermen (BOA) will serve to protect the 



community. Carrboro is trying to create a distinct culture: cookie cutter development 


won’t work here. We really listen to neighbors.  

Braxton Foushee:

· Services for Rogers Road: Need to compensate residents for years of living with the 


landfill. Carrboro is going to have to pay the tipping fee, and the monies will go to the 


community out there. All we can do is keep working with Orange County. It's a debt that 

we have to pay. We can make it affordable by offering the residents a loan for water-and-

sewer hook-up. With their water bill, residents pay a monthly fee until it’s paid off.

· Work-force housing: Need housing for teachers, firefighters and police who work here.

· Jobs : Work to attract clean industry, employers who can provide 50 to 70 jobs each. 


Downtown is our urban center. Shelton project is not a good fit. Keep downtown vibrant. 

Parking is the biggest problem. Town doesn't own any parking lots, rents them."


Michelle Johnson:

· Growth: Supports mixed-use development, as well as green, sustainable development where citizens can walk and bike. Density centered in the urban core. Concerned about the proposed developments on Lloyd Street and also along Greensboro at 500 Shelton Place, how these will affect the surrounding area. Will these developments increase walking, or just increase traffic?

· Diversifying tax base: Need to help local businesses sustain themselves, including increasing the revolving loan fund, developing crisis funds for businesses, and continuing the Energy WISE program. 

· Affordable housing:  People should be able to live where they work. Expressed support for town development of affordable housing, rather than just payments by developers to the affordable-housing trust.

Additional priorities:

· Diversity: Seeks to encourage diverse citizen participation. Not certain at present that Town boards and Town staff are receiving input from a representative sample of Carrboro citizens. 

· Day-laborer issues: Would vote to rescind the anti-loitering ordinance.

Lydia Lavelle:

· Improved transportation is key.

· More downtown development: Desires more commercial development close to town center.

· Work with regional partners: This includes UNC.

2. Recently, there has been much concern over how to protect the creek and forest of the upper Bolin Creek watershed, part of which is within the Carolina North tract. Do you favor preserving the Craig tract that adjoins the Adams Tract? Do you favor paving along the Upper Bolin Creek under any circumstances?  

Dan Coleman:  

The P.H. Craig property is very expensive for someone to purchase for conservation.  

No opinion at present on the paving along Bolin Creek. Doesn't plan to make a decision 

now as that day is five years out. His philosophy is not to get too far ahead 

in resolving questions. Although the Greenways Inc. report recommended paving, 

things can change over time. The Campus-to campus bike route was not known at the time 


the report was written and has implications for the paving question. The BOA did not adopt 

the report, but just received it. No money anytime soon for staff or open space. Economy

 currently too bad to acquire more land.

 Dan requested we clarify his top concern is health of the creek and the creek-side ecology. 

Braxton Foushee: 


Number one issue is to protect Bolin Creek. Would like to see P.H. Craig tract 

preserved. As a bicyclist, favors bike routes but not next to the creek, and therefore 

would not approve paving. Would be impossible to control erosion if paved. Would 

like to see a surface smooth enough to ride his road bike on, such as a gravel road. 

Need to accommodate walking and biking. Plans for nearby Seawell School Road 

bikeway are already there. Will need more parks in Carrboro, and need to get away 

from neighborhood parks. There is a need in Carrboro for larger acreage.

Lydia Lavelle: 

In general puts high priority on transit routes and pavement next to the creek, with the 
caveat that it is feasible from an environmental and fiscal perspective.

Michelle Johnson:  

Not inclined to support paving next to creeks. Would not approve paving next to 


       Bolin Creek.

3. What principles will guide you in balancing “multi-modal transportation needs” and environmental protection?  

Dan Coleman: 

      Believes has been a strong advocate for environmental protection. Committed to a       
transportation approach that offers major response to global climate change. Says 
key is to get people out of their cars. Supported, for example, bike lanes on Smith 
Level Road over expanding the number of traffic lanes. Considers this one of his 
major accomplishments during his past term.  

Braxton Fouschee:


Would put the environment first. Can deal with transit, but the environment takes 

 at least 50 years to fix. Concerning Carolina North, for Carrboro, the first 


 thing is infrastructure. Biggest problem is what to do with Estes Extension, 


 which is a main conduit. 


Lydia Lavelle:  

Must balance transit and environmental protection considerations. Pick the 

best solution. Guide to making these decision can be the Jordan Lake buffer rules.

Michelle Johnson: 

Guiding principles are being mindful of accessibility, protecting the 

environment and reducing dependence on cars. Wants to encourage walking, 

biking and use of transit. Does not think transit needs and environmental 

protection necessarily run counter to each other. May not always be complimentary 

either.

4. What concrete steps would you advocate local government take to improve water quality? Possible steps would be monitoring, protecting land in sensitive areas, avoiding variances from buffer requirements, adequate staffing to ensure adherence to development and land use rules. 

Dan Coleman:  

Believes the town has done a good job monitoring of Bolin Creek.  There have


been lots of projects to improve water quality, including ongoing benthic 
monitoring, Baldwin Park and McDougle rain garden projects to improve water 
quality. The Board lowered the threshold for management of fertilizer, angering 
some  folks. Working hard to “stay ahead of” Jordan Lake rules. BOA needs to 
spend $3 million over the next 10 years to comply. There was a problem when the 
Jordan Lake baseline was set. Carrboro and Chapel Hill were so far ahead of the 
40 other governments in the watershed. Hard to improve more. Agreed Town 
could look into issues of silt in Bolin Creek.

Braxton Foushee:  

Favor all measures proposed by FOBC to improve water quality in creeks. Need to do 
more monitoring, and find out what is being put into creeks. Treat sensitive areas the way 
OWASA treats riparian buffers."


Lydia Lavelle:  

Cited staffing as critical to effective implementation. Acknowledged problem exists 
currently with adequate staff to perform needed functions. 

Michelle Johnson: 

Agrees with steps suggested by FOBC and the need for buffers. Does not support 
allowing variances. Recognizes there are varied opinions about the amendment proposed 
by OWASA concerning Jordan Lake [known as the Water and Sewer Management, 
Planning and Boundary Agreement to facilitate access to water for Jordan Lake)]. Agrees 
with the BOA’s decision to reject it. Says Carrboro has worked hard to maintain a clean 
water source, and does not know why buying water from Jordan Lake is necessary. 
OWASA customers have done a good job of conserving water in past droughts. Believes 
it is important, however, that water is affordable for everyone. Does not believe protecting 
the environment and growing the economy are either-or choices.

5. After election cycles, constituents often feel isolated from their elected leaders. How 

will you communicate with your constituents?

Dan Coleman: 

Cites his record of responding to e-mails, nearly 100 percent. Pays attention to what 
citizens are interested in and contacts them.

Braxton Foushee: 

Would hold a “talk session” without a particular agenda once a month. Cites a need for a 
dialogue. In a community, believes you need to hear all voices, not only those views you 
agree with. Main reason he is running. Everybody has to be heard.


Lydia Lavelle: 

Makes a point of answering citizens’ questions. When asked, meets with constituents, 
promising a fair hearing and an open mind.

Michelle Johnson:  

Would go door-to-door and continue her community conversations that she has been 
holding at the farmer’s market. Would use the skills she has developed as a social worker 
and community organizer. Believes public-office hours for Aldermen would be a good 
idea.

